Index Format

for river book indexes compiled by Thomas Jansing

● Boats listed are Western River steamboats unless otherwise specified.

( Boat names are in all-caps. Steamboat names are followed by their Way Number in parenthesis from Way’s Packet Directory 1848-1994, Revised Edition, or Way’s Steam Towboat Directory. If a boat was built before 1848 and does not have a Way Number, its date and place of building is shown, if known, e.g., (b1823 at Marietta). Most of these early boats were identified from the Lytle-Holdcamper List. If a boat does not have a Way number, and date and place of building cannot be found for it, that is indicated by (W?) following the boat’s name.

● Cities in speed runs are given as they appear in the text because the direction of the run, upstream or downstream, is an important factor of consideration, e.g., Cincinnati-Pittsburgh run: the boat began at Cincinnati and made an upstream run against the current to Pittsburgh.

( Errors are listed in the index as they appear in a book, but the correct information is given in brackets, e,g., ANTELOUPE [ANTELOPE] (0301): 124

● Footnote information is indicated by the letter “n” preceding the page number, e.g., n93.

( Freight or cargo, whether it be butter, coal, corn, eggs, flour, iron, livestock, nails, oil, salt, tobacco, wheat, or any of a thousand other commodities, is listed under “freight.”

● Military ranks are usually shown as the last rank held in the individual’s career. This is not necessarily the rank held at the time of the indexed event.

( Nicknames are in quotation marks, e.g., Smith, William G. “Doc”

● Page numbers: Separated by a slash indicates page and page, e.g. 45/48 means the information is on page 45 and page 48. Separated by a dash indicates page to page, e.g., 33-35 means everything from page 33 to page 35. Followed by a “+” means this page plus several following pages, e.g., 152+.

( People are listed by last name, followed by title, first name and middle name or initial. Their position or affiliation such as clerk, engineer, agent, inspector, USCG, S&D, WWJ, is also listed when known. In some cases an indexed name may be more definite than that show in the text, e.g., in the text he may be Capt. R. Norris, but in the index he may be shown as Capt. Robert M. Norris. The additional name information was obtained from another source such as Way’s Packet or Towboat Directory. Titles and ranks are ignored in alphabetization of entries.

( Photo pages which are not numbered in a book are shown in this index by using the last preceding text page number plus a letter, e.g., the first unnumbered photo-page following page 20 is given as 20A; the next, 20B; then 20C;… 20AA; 20BB; 20CC; and so on.

( Photos and illustrations are indicated by the letter “p” preceding the page number, e.g., p52.

( Spouse’s or maiden names are in parenthesis, e.g., Brown, Mrs. Mary (William); or

Black, Sara (Jones)

( States are given by their two-letter U.S. Postal Service abbreviation. These can be found at:

http://www.usps.com/ncsc/lookups/abbreviations.html#states
( Trade route names are given in alphabetical order of the cities involved, regardless of how it is shown in the book’s text. For example, the Pittsburgh-Cincinnati trade given in the text is shown in the index as Cincinnati-Pittsburgh trade; or between Evansville and Cairo as Cairo-Evansville trade in the index.

( Uncertain or unknown information is followed by a question mark: (?).

